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Posens ("The elimination of the German element in West
Prussia and Posen"), based on the documents of the Foreign
Ministry, I imagined that this work would help to indicate
a clear political course, I had not written it in order to
state a case for frontier revisions; that was plain from the
introduction to the book; my hope had been to help to
achieve a new charter for the Germans in Poland. This
remained my point of view. Zechlin, who was there with
us, had helped me at the time to get the book out. Since
then, I continued, I had come to doubt the existence of
any official policy in regard to eastern Europe. Failing any
broad plans, work was evidently confined to dealing with
current matters of detail.

Meyer laughed. That, he said, was a little too unkindly
expressed. I replied by asking that, if the gentlemen present
disapproved of my own plan, some other perspectives
should at least be sketched. So far as I could see, apart
from my proposal there existed nothing but the popular
but stupid policy of "up and at them, hammer and tongs/3
as the phrase goes.

"I must admit," replied Meyer, "that there is something
seductive about the idea of a general settlement with Poland*
although it is entirely opposed to the traditional policy.
But to me it brings up painful memories of the episode of
the 'era of appeasement' under William II, I can offer
no positive alternative, nor am I called upon to do so>
but I candidly confess that I do not feel happy about your
policy. It may lead to a great disaster,"

"The fundamental question," said Zechlin, "is whether
the desire for so radical a change in German-Polish relations
does not exist only on one side. Have you any reason to
assume any real intention of working in this direction on
the Polish side? If it should prove later that a, policy Q*X
these lines is impracticable, it would be difficult to establish
the claims for territorial revision of which the justification
is already beginning to be realized abroad/*

I was reduced to defending my policy against a whole
succession of objections of this sort* I had almost the feeling
of being placed in the dock. My first visit of state to Poland
had aroused widespread disapproval* I had d&cqssed it